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IN BRIEF

Submitted photos

Waukesha Council Chambers torn down
WAUKESHA — Construction crews tore down chunks of the portion of the Waukesha City
Hall building Tuesday that housed the Council Chambers. The city is building a new city hall.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

MUSKEGO — Two can-
didates are running for
Muskego mayor in the
April 7 election, Richard
Petfalski Jr. and Daniel
Dombrowski, and dis-
cussed how they would help
the city recover from
COVID-19.

Since the primary elec-
tion on Feb. 18, candidates
were narrowed down from
five to two. In the primary,
Petfalski received 2,683
votes, or 48.4%, and Dom-
browski received 951 votes,
or 17.2%.

Dombrowski
Dombrowski said that he

has seen firsthand effects of
COVID-19 on small busi-
nesses.

“There isn’t a magic bank
account that these bars and
restaurants can reach into
to pull money out,” Dom-
browski said. “Once they
close, they’re closed, so one
of my goals I’ve already
been talking about is creat-
ing a small business recov-
ery plan.”

Dombrowski said, if
elected, he would work
hand in hand with the
Chamber of Commerce,
state and federal govern-
ment on getting business
grant applications to local
businesses.

“That’s a huge concern of
mine, making sure that the
local economy in Muskego
makes it through this,”
Dombrowski said.

Overall, Dombrowski
believes voters want some-
one with a new perspective.

“They want a lifetime res-
ident and someone that
understands Muskego to its

core, and every-
thing that I’m
campaigning on
is reflecting and
honoring our

roots as a small
town and continu-

ing to grow with the
economic development
involved in that as well,”
Dombrowski said.

Dombrowski has
announced a project he’s
been working on with con-
cept plans from two archi-
tectural firms for down-
town Muskego to address
community concerns he
has collected, specifically
focusing on the absence of
a centralized downtown
area. 

Dombrowski said the pro-
ject would include a veter-
ans memorial, a small park,
a farmers market, a multi-
use amphitheater and a
community center with a
post office.

Petfalski
Petfalski said that in

response to COVID-19, he
would first work to follow
state and federal guidelines
to get through and exit the
crisis.

“The biggest part is just
making sure that any local
resources that are available
for businesses and people
are made available,” Petfal-
ski said. “As we’re seeing
right now, the rules are
changing by the minute and
people don’t know what’s
going on. You have to keep a
strong presence of commu-
nication with the communi-
ty.”

Overall, Petfalski said it’s
important to lead by exam-
ple.

“If you want to help prop
up your local businesses,
shop at your local business-

es, find ways of encourag-
ing others to do so,” Petfals-
ki said. “Right now we’re
doing some fundraising for
local businesses and people
that are being affected by
this personally, so, I think
that would just continue
later.”

Petfalski said he believes
voters turned out to vote
for him because he has a
proven track record in
Muskego. Petfalski said he
could provide a fresh per-
spective to city govern-
ment.

“More than anything
else, my experience and
leadership are what people
looked at and will be look-
ing at ... in this experience
of crisis,” Petfalski said.

Muskego mayoral candidates
discuss city recovery 
following COVID-19

5 candidates narrowed down 
to Petfalski, Dombrowski

Daniel Dombrowski
Age: 22
Address:
W131-S6710
Kipling Drive
Occupation:
Safety risk con-
trol consultant
Years in the
city: 22
Prior elected or appointed
experience: At UW-Platteville:
director of legislative affairs in
the student Senate, vice presi-
dent of the College Republi-
cans

Richard Petfalski Jr.
Age: 52
Address:
W194-S8184
Highland Park
Drive
Occupation:
Small business
owner
Years in the city: 22
Prior elected or appointed
experience: Alderman, mem-
ber of the Police and Fire Com-
mission, School Board member
and president at the Muskego-
Norway school district, Com-
mon Council president
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MENOMONEE FALLS —
Interim Menomonee Falls
Fire Chief James Mollet is
slated to retire today —
about four months after he
started in the post. 

Village President Dave
Glasgow confirmed the news
on Tuesday afternoon, just
hours after a notice was sent
out for a special Village
Board meeting scheduled for
5:30 p.m. this evening at Vil-
lage Hall. 

The meeting agenda states
that the board is expected to
go into closed session “to
confer with the village man-
ager and interim village
attorney ... regarding the
retirement of the interim
fire chief and related fire
department personnel issues

in light of the current emer-
gency.”

Glasgow said the board is
expected to act rapidly to
address the vacancy, especial-
ly given the additional expec-
tations and stressors posed
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Clearly fire is part of our
emergency management
response, so we are looking
to act very quickly to find an
interim chief,” Glasgow said. 

While Mollet was only in
the job for four months, the
village has been without an
actual fire chief since 2012.
That’s the year the village
moved to a protective ser-
vices model, in which a sin-
gle department head — in
this case the police chief —
oversaw police, fire and EMS
(Emergency Management)
services. The village elimi-
nated that model last sum-
mer, however, and moved to a

more traditional organiza-
tion after hearing from union
leaders and firefighters. 

As part of that process,
they appointed an interim
fire chief, and began search-
ing for a long-term chief. 

“That process is ongoing.
The search firm had to slow
down a bit due to the virus,
but they going to do virtual
interviews soon. We are look-
ing for someone to start in
May,” Glasgow said. 

In the meantime, the vil-
lage could be asking existing
fire department personnel to
work some additional hours.
Glasgow estimates the
department has about 20 full-
time staff, and about 40 part-
timers that work a variety of
shifts depending on their
availability. 

“We are working hard to
hard to fill the gap,” Glasgow
added. 

Falls interim fire chief retiring 
Village to hold special meeting tonight to address vacancy

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha County Emergen-
cy Management Depart-
ments, in conjunction with
the fire departments within
Waukesha County,
announced Tuesday that
they are open to receiving
donations of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) and
sanitizing items from busi-
nesses and citizens to help
combat the spread of
COVID-19. 

Donations of any size can
be made to one’s local fire

department, and contact
should be made with them
directly to coordinate deliv-
ery, a county press release
states. 

If you work in construc-
tion, education, manufactur-
ing, a trade, or any other
profession that uses these
critical supplies, the county
is asking you to please con-
sider donating any of the fol-
lowing items: new N-95 res-
pirators in their original
packaging; new surgical
masks in their original

packaging; unopened packs
of disposable gloves;
unopened hand sanitizer;
unopened disinfectants and
disinfecting wipes; unused
and packaged goggles; dis-
posable gowns and dispos-
able shoe covers. 

Information about
Waukesha County’s
response to the COVID-19
pandemic may be found on
the county’s website,
www.waukeshacounty.gov/
COVID19, and on social
media accounts.

County EMS collecting donations 
to help combat COVID-19

WAUKESHA — If you
want to give blood while
you have more time on your
hands — you can. 

Versiti Blood Center of
Wisconsin announced Tues-
day that all blood donation
centers and community
blood drives are exempt
from Gov. Tony Evers’
“Safer at Home” order. 

According to the gover-
nor’s executive order, indi-
viduals are allowed to leave
their residence for health
care and public health oper-
ations, states a Versiti press
release, which includes

organizations collecting
blood, platelets, plasma,
and other necessary materi-
als.

“This is an extraordinary
time in our country and for
the healthcare community,
of which Versiti Blood Cen-
ter of Wisconsin is a criti-
cal partner,” said the non-
profit’s Chief Medical Offi-
cer Thomas Abshire. “Ver-
siti Blood Center of Wis-
consin supplies blood to
more than 50 hospitals
across the state and is the
sole provider of blood to
every hospital in southeast-

ern Wisconsin. It is critical-
ly important to maintain an
adequate blood supply, so
these hospitals can deliver
life-saving blood products
to trauma patients and can-
cer patients undergoing
chemotherapy.” 

The blood center will be
following strict safety pro-
tocols to prevent the spread
of COVID-19 at their collec-
tion sites, the release states.
Those interested in giving
blood are asked to schedule
an appointment by calling
1-877-BE-A-HERO or visit-
ing versiti.org/Wisconsin.   

Blood donation sites to remain open 

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha man was expected to
appear in court today to face
charges after he allegedly
tried to wrest away a
deputy’s gun at a Waukesha
hospital on Monday.

Dakota Fischer, 34, was
charged Tuesday in Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
with attempting to disarm
a peace officer and
obstructing or resisting an
officer.

A criminal complaint said
deputies were dispatched to

the hospital to take Fischer
to the county jail on a parole
violation after he was
released from a state mental
health hospital and after
Fischer reportedly attempt-
ed suicide. 

As deputies tried to trans-
port Fischer to a restraint
chair, he resisted their
efforts and lunged toward a
deputy’s gun but was unsuc-
cessful due to his being in
belly chains and handcuffs,
the complaint said. At the
jail, he repeatedly told offi-

cers to shoot him, or that he
wished he would have been
shot, the complaint said,
adding Fischer indicated
he’d have used the gun on
himself and not officers.

Fischer was expected to
appear in court Tuesday,
but, according to online
court records, the Sheriff’s
Department informed court
officials that Fischer “is
currently unable to appear
in Court” and the appear-
ance was rescheduled to
this afternoon.

Man allegedly attempted to get deputy’s gun

Changes to services 
in Waukesha County

WAUKESHA — Changes to
Waukesha County services,
in response to COVID-19,
were announced Tuesday,
including functional changes
at the Waukesha County
Courthouse and changes to
operations at the Waukesha
County Administration Cen-
ter.

Screening processes will
now include a series of three
questions related to COVID-
19 when visitors are seeking
entry at the courthouse.

There is a temporary sus-
pension of in-person pro-
ceedings with limited excep-
tions through May 22. All
civil and criminal jury trials,
traffic calendars for cita-
tions, scheduled to begin

before May 22, are canceled
and will be rescheduled. 

Juvenile and probate court
operations and hearings will
be relocated to the main
courthouse beginning today.
Jury services scheduled from
March 16 through May 22 are
limited to emergencies only. 

The Waukesha County
Administration Center will
be closed to the public begin-
ning today. Services are relo-
cated to room C112 at the
Waukesha County Court-
house. Visitors should check
with individual departments
on if walk-in reservations
are available. 

Waukesha County Health
and Human Services will be
open from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday
and public services will not
be provided after the build-

ing closes at 4:30 p.m.
The Waukesha County

parks, trails, golf courses and
dog exercise areas are open
and still in compliance with
the Safer at Home order.

For more information,
visit: www.waukeshacoun-
ty.gov

Water Utility announces
2019 Consumer 
Confidence Report

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Water Utility
announced the publication
of its 2020 Consumer Confi-
dence Report for 2019.

According to EPA stan-
dards, the report summa-
rizes its water quality test
results throughout 2019.

To view, visit waukesha-
water.com/ccr.html.


