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Waukesha firefighters put out 
blaze in dumpster truck

Derek Johnson/Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — Firefighters from the Waukesha Fire Department responded to a dumpster truck fire near the intersection
of West College and Dunbar Avenues on Tuesday afternoon. Battalion Chief Scott Purdy said the call came in at about
12:40, and upon arrival, first responders found that a dumpster filled with construction material in the back of the truck was
on fire. Purdy said first responders initially lobbed water into the dumpster, then the driver of the truck put the container onto
the ground so responders could peel the burned trash off the container. He said the department was on scene for about 50
minutes, and the cause of the fire is unknown because of its nature.

By Benjamin Yount 
The Center Square contributor 

MADISON — If passed
into law, a new proposal at
the Wisconsin Capitol would
stop local prosecutors from
dismissing gun possession
charges unless it’s in the
“public’s interest.”

The Senate’s Committee
on Judiciary and Public
Safety held a hearing on the

plan, SB 852, on Tuesday.
“We are seeing violent

crimes that are occurring,
and they’re happening with
firearms. And these are ille-
gal firearms in 99% of the
cases that are causing the
problems,” Sen. Van Wang-
gaard, R-Racine, said Tues-
day. “If we deal that away as
one of the first things so we
don’t have to do an in-depth
trial, that doesn’t make

sense.”
The proposal would force

local district attorneys to get
a judge’s permission before
dismissing an illegal gun
charge. But there are some
conditions.

“The court may approve
the dismissal or amendment
only if the court finds the
action is consistent with the
public's interest in deterring
the possession of firearms

by violent felons and with
the legislature's intention to
vigorously prosecute violent
felons who illegally possess
a firearm,” the legislation
reads.

Sen. Lena Taylor, D-Mil-
waukee, said getting
tougher on felons who are
caught with illegal guns will
lead to more people in jail,
more people in prison, and
longer waits for trials.

“We are not going to mass-
incarcerate our way out of
this,” Taylor told lawmak-
ers.

Sen. Alberta Darling, R-
River Hills, said getting
tougher on crime is better
than the alternative, and
better than what is frequent-
ly happening in the state
right now.

“There have to be conse-
quences for crime. If not,

then people think they can
commit crimes and get away
with them,” Darling fired
back.

Bill would stop prosecutors from dismissing illegal gun possession charges

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

ELECTION
2022

Election letters deadline
The deadline for receiving Letters and
Sound Offs related to the Feb. 15 primary
election is midnight today, February 9.
Please keep letters to 300 words or less.
Email: letters@conleynet.com 

By Derek Johnson
djohnson@conleynet.com

262-513-2653

PEWAUKEE — Going to
college immediately after
finishing high school may
be difficult for some people,
but with WCTC Excelerate,
high schoolers students can
cut down the amount of
time they need to spend in a
classroom after graduation.

The new initiative from
the Pewaukee-based techni-
cal college allows high

school juniors and seniors
who are at least 16 years old
and otherwise qualified to
enroll in one of the college’s
programs and receive high
school credit for it.

According to a press
release, the initiative is
designed for students who
know what they want to get
their degree in, and they
can potentially even com-
plete their associate degree
or a certificate while still in
high school.

While the technical col-

lege already has some dual
enrollment programs,
according to a press release,
Excelerate builds on those
programs and allows stu-
dents to make the most of
their high school experi-
ences.  

“This will build upon and
amplify WCTC’s many cur-
rent dual enrollment offer-
ings, with the main goals of
providing high school stu-
dents with a shorter time to
a college degree, a reduc-
tion of student debt and

earlier preparedness for the
workforce,” said WCTC
President Rich Barnhouse
in a press release.

Barnhouse also noted in
the release that, using
Excelerate, high schoolers
can potentially transfer to a
4-year college in junior
standing immediately after
graduation.

“This really speeds up the
cycle of higher education,”
Barnhouse said.

WCTC launches program for high schoolers
Allows students to earn credit at college and high school

See WCTC, PAGE 2A

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Water Utility is
notifying the public that a
large concrete pour will take
place Thursday at 2010 E.
Broadway, the site of the new
Booster Pumping Station as
part of the Great Water
Alliance project, which will
bring Lake Michigan water
to the city of Waukesha.

The site is located just east
of the Broadway Commons
Apartment Homes. OnCon-
struction crews will be com-
pleting a large concrete pour,
and work will be occurring
before normal work hours to
ensure completion of the
pour.

Water Utility warns
of concrete pour

Parade 
Memorial 

Commission 
holds first 
meeting

By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — They come
from different backgrounds
and professions, but share
the common bond of being
connected to a tragedy that
put Waukesha in the national
spotlight. 

A dozen representatives of
the recently formed Wauke-
sha Parade Memorial Com-
mission held their first orga-
nizational meeting Tuesday
and hashed over a number of
housekeeping issues, includ-
ing approval of a project char-
ter document and an agree-
ment for the memorial fund.

See CONCRETE, PAGE 6A

Session first of many as
members determine where
memorial should be placed 

Derek Johnson/Freeman Staff

Dr. Terri deRoon-Cassini
speaks to the Parade Memori-
al Commission about the
effects of trauma at Waukesha
City Hall on Tuesday night.See MEMORIAL, PAGE 6A

See GUNS, PAGE 6A
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Memorial
From Page 1A

The members, several representing victims who
lost their lives in the parade, introduced themselves.
At times, the introductions were emotional.

Tamara Rosencharter is representing the Dancing
Grannies, a young-at-heart group that for years has
brought joy to parade goers throughout the region.
Three of its members died in the tragedy.

“Hopefully, we can get something nice put togeth-
er,” Rosencharter said of the memorial.

Dan Taylor, co-owner of People’s Park, is serving as
a representative of the downtown business commu-
nity — the area where the tragedy happened, and
many of the restaurants and shops served as sanctu-
aries immediately after the chaos occurred.

“A lot of trauma happened right in our front yard,”
Taylor said.

The committee is expected to meet about once per
month, through the first quarter of 2023. About 15
meetings total will take place before final determina-
tions are made on the memorial’s location and its
overall appearance.

During the initial brainstorming session, several
committee members expressed a desire to be sensi-
tive and create a lasting monument that will respect-
fully remember the parade’s victims and, ideally,
bring comfort to the countless people who are physi-
cally and emotionally grappling with the aftereffects.

To help sort through the complex issue, an expert
well versed in navigating such occurrences gave a
brief presentation to the committee. 

Terri deRoon Cassini, a health psychologist with
Froedtert and the Medical College of Wisconsin,
spoke about some of the most severe emotional con-
ditions resulting from an incident such as the Christ-
mas parade. 

In particular, deRoon Cassini, who works with sur-
vivors of traumatic injuries, spoke of post-traumatic
stress disorder.

“It is important that we normalize the responses to
trauma, deRoon Cassini said. “There’s not one path
to respond to tragedy. One person with PTSD looks
different from another person with PTSD.”  

The committee’s expressed goal for its next meet-
ing is to invite people to speak to the group about the
memorial and how they would like it depicted.

“I’d like to give the community an opportunity to
talk to us and let us know what they feel is impor-
tant,” said Jerry Couri, who is chairing the commis-
sion.

While there are official members named to the
commission, a number of other government repre-
sentatives and organizers indicated plans of attend-
ing most of the meetings and offering assistance, as
needed.

“We’ll try to be here for these meetings,” Jen Dunn,
director of the Waukesha County District Attorney
Office’s Victim Assistance Program, said. “We recog-
nize that this is hard.”

Dunn indicated Pepper, the office’s purebred
Labrador retriever emotional support dog, also will
be in attendance.

The exact date, time and venue of the next Parade
Memorial Commission meeting will be announced
soon.

Concrete
From Page 1A

According to the Waukesha Water Utility, the work
is associated with the Waukesha Water Utility’s
Great Water Alliance Booster Pumping Station,
which is currently under construction in Waukesha.
During the large concrete pour, there will be concrete
trucks, telehandler forklifts, and cranes operating.
Greater than normal truck traffic will be accessing
the construction site, and typical construction noise
and lights will begin prior to 7 a.m. The work is
expected to take place from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The reason for the work and the project is for a
long-term, sustainable alternative to its existing
water supply, and the Great Water Alliance program
includes the infrastructure to make that a reality by
carrying fresh water sourced from Lake Michigan to
Waukesha and returning the same amount – in the
form of treated, clean water – using the Root River
tributary. 

Program construction is expected to be completed
in 2023.

The Waukesha Water Utility is committed to clear
communication and providing up-to-date informa-
tion about construction activities. Construction
notices will be regularly posted on greatwateral-
liance.com. Please contact info@greatwateral-
liance.com or call 262-409-4444 with questions about
the Great Water Alliance Program, and a team mem-
ber will get back to you within one business day.

Guns
From Page 1A

Wanggaard said it is not going to be easy to solve
Wisconsin’s problem with spiking violent crimes,
and one piece of legislation isn’t going to solve all of
the state’s problems.

But, he said, lawmakers must do something to
make the people of the state feel safe.

“Because if you don’t feel safe,” Wanggaard said,
“we don’t have any freedom.”

Can you get long COVID after 
an infection with omicron?

By Laura Ungar 
AP Science Writer

Can you get long COVID
after an infection with omi-
cron? 

It’s too early to know for
sure, but many doctors believe
it’s possible to have long-term
effects from the omicron vari-
ant of the virus.  

Long COVID is usually diag-
nosed many weeks after a bout
with COVID-19. Any long-last-
ing effects typically appear
about 90 days after symptoms
of the initial infection go away,
Maria Van Kerkhove of the
World Health Organization

said this week. 
Overall, some estimates

suggest more than a third of
COVID-19 survivors will
develop some symptoms of
long COVID. Symptoms
include fatigue, brain fog,
shortness of breath, anxiety
and other problems. The lin-
gering illness is more likely if
you’ve been hospitalized with
COVID-19, but research shows
it can happen even after a
mild infection. 

Omicron began its race
around the world late last year.
The variant generally causes
milder illness than the delta
version of the coronavirus, but

has still overwhelmed hospi-
tals. 

Van Kerkhove said she has-
n’t seen any research indicat-
ing that the portion of COVID-
19 survivors who get long
COVID will change with the
omicron variant. 

Dr. Linda Geng of Stanford
University, who co-directs one
of the many clinics specializ-
ing in long COVID, said that
though she can’t say for sure, a
new wave of patients is likely. 

‘‘We have to be very cautious
and very careful and pre-
pared,’’ Geng said. 

In the meantime, scientists
are racing to figure out what’s

behind the mysterious condi-
tion. It may be an autoimmune
disorder. Tiny microclots may
be causing the disabling symp-
toms. Or perhaps latent virus-
es in the body have been reacti-
vated. 

Scientists are also looking at
whether vaccines could be part
of the answer. A Yale Universi-
ty team is studying the possi-
bility that vaccination might
reduce long COVID symptoms.
And two other studies offer
early evidence that being vac-
cinated before getting COVID-
19 could help prevent the lin-
gering illness or at least reduce
its severity.  

2nd guilty
plea expected
in alleged plot

to kidnap 
Whitmer

Emhoff whisked from black
history event after bomb threat

Trial of man
charged with

killing two Wis. 
men delayed

WARRENSBURG, Mo. (AP) —
A Missouri man charged with
killing two brothers from Wis-
consin will not go to trial until
March of next year, a judge has
ruled. 

Garland Nelson, of Braymer,
faces two counts of first-degree
murder and other charges in the
deaths of Justin and Nicholas
Diemel, of Shawano County,
Wisconsin, in 2019. He has
pleaded not guilty.  If he is con-
victed, Nelson could face the
death penalty.  

Nelson’s trial was scheduled
to begin in June. But on Monday,
Johnson County Circuit Judge
Michael Wagner granted a
motion from Nelson’s attorneys
to delay the trial until March. 

Nelson’s attorneys filed a
motion last week seeking the
delay. They said Nelson had not
had time to meet with his psy-
chiatrist.  The Diemel brothers
disappeared after visiting Nel-
son’s farm on July 21, 2019, to
discuss a $250,000 debt Nelson
owed them. Their burned
remains were later found in
Missouri and Nebraska.  

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) — A man
charged in an alleged plot to kidnap
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is
expected to be the second person to
admit guilt in the scheme, according to
court documents. 

Kaleb Franks said he would join Ty
Garbin today as the second person to
admit guilt in a plot to abduct the Demo-
cratic governor before FBI agents
arrested them in October 2020. The plea
would give federal prosecutors another
insider who would be a key witness
against four other men scheduled to face
trial in March. 

The government said the group want-
ed to kidnap Whitmer because of dis-
gust over her COVID-19 restrictions. 

Franks signed a document agreeing to
plead guilty as charged, admitting he
‘‘was not entrapped or induced to com-
mit any crimes’’ by undercover agents
or informants. Garbin pleaded guilty in
2021 and was sentenced to slightly more
than six years in prison. 

Franks acknowledged in court docu-
ments that he was deeply involved in the
plot, which included outdoor training
with firearms in Wisconsin and Michi-
gan and scouting Whitmer’s second
home in northern Michigan. 

In August 2020, less than two months
before their arrest, Franks said he and a
co-defendant ‘‘discussed their frustra-
tion with people who advocated anti-gov-
ernment action but were unwilling to
use force themselves.’’ 

The plea deal suggests Franks, like
Garbin, could offer crucial testimony
against the remaining defendants at the
March 8 trial in Grand Rapids. While
there is no agreement on the length of
his prison sentence, Franks could be
rewarded if he ‘‘materially and substan-
tially assists’’ the government. 

Besides Adam Fox, who is described
as a ringleader, the remaining defen-
dants are Barry Croft Jr., Daniel Harris
and Brandon Caserta. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Doug Emhoff,
the husband of Vice President Kamala
Harris, was whisked out of an event
Tuesday at a Washington high school
by Secret Service agents following a
bomb threat. 

Emhoff was at Dunbar High School
to help commemorate Black History
Month and was in the school’s museum
for a few minutes when a member of
his security detail approached him say-
ing, ‘‘We have to go.’’ Emhoff was hus-
tled out into his waiting motorcade and
whisked away. 

An overhead announcement then
instructed students and teachers to
‘‘evacuate the building.’’ 

District of Columbia Public Schools
spokesperson Enrique Gutierrez, who
was at Dunbar for Emhoff’s appear-
ance, said there had been a bomb
threat. 

The U.S. Secret Service said in a
statement later Tuesday that ‘‘at this
time there is no information to indicate
the threat was directed toward our pro-
tectee,’’ meaning Emhoff.  

‘‘This afternoon, the Metropolitan

Police Department (MPD) responded to
a bomb threat at Dunbar High School,”
Gutierrez said afterward in a formal
emailed statement. ‘‘All students and
visitors were safely evacuated in accor-
dance with DC Public Schools proto-
cols and given the time of the incident,
students were then dismissed for the
school day.’’ 

Emhoff spokesperson Katie Peters
said the school had alerted the Secret
Service about what she said was a
‘‘security incident or a report of a
potential security incident.’’ 

‘‘U.S. Secret Service was made aware
of a security threat at a school where
the (at)SecondGentleman was meeting
with students and faculty,’’ Peters
added in a later tweet. 

The threat came in a phone call to the
front desk announcing there was a
bomb inside and giving people 10 min-
utes to leave, Executive Assistant
Police Chief Ashan Benedict said. 

Police used bomb technicians and
dogs to search the building and con-
cluded there was no threat, Benedict
said.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Biden administration wants
families with children to
know that there is roughly
$193 billion waiting for them
— all they need to do is file
their taxes to claim it. 

That estimated total is what
remains of the expanded
child tax credit, and the
administration is concerned
that some of those most in
need of the assistance may be
the least likely to get what is
due to them.  

President Joe Biden
increased the payments and

expanded who was eligible as
part of his coronavirus relief
package. While most families
already received half of the
credit as monthly payments
last year, they’ll lose out on
the remaining balance unless
they file their taxes. 

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen and White House
senior adviser Gene Sperling
held a virtual event Tuesday
to encourage people to send
their tax forms to the IRS,
including those whose
incomes are so low that they

might not have traditionally
filed. 

Harris said that families
should go to
childtaxcredit.gov to check
their eligibility. The tax filing
deadline is April 18. 

Inflation is running at a
nearly 40-year high, meaning
that the additional money
from the credit will help off-
set the costs of food, gasoline
and other goods as the U.S. is
still emerging from the pan-
demic. But efforts to renew
the expanded credits for
another year have stalled in

the Senate. 
Yellen said research sug-

gests that the payments are
among the most promising
policies for combating pover-
ty, highlighting recent
research to suggest that the
money was linked to higher
brain activity in the babies of
poor mothers.

The administration says
roughly 58 million house-
holds would qualify for the
credit, which average $3,300
and could be used to offset an
existing tax bill or be paid out
as a refund. 

Money on the table: child credit $ available via tax returns

AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta

Doug Emhoff, the husband of Vice President Kamala Harris, is whisked out of an
event at a high school by a Secret Service agent following an apparent security con-
cern Tuesday in Washington. On the far right is Nadine Smith, Dunbar principal.
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