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An aerial view of the booster pump station that is currently under construction in Waukesha.

Construction begins on 
Waukesha booster pump station

WAUKESHA — Work on
the booster pump site for
the project dubbed the Great
Water Alliance has kicked
off — and early signs of the
reservoirs and booster
pump can be seen on the
site.

The site is located along
East Broadway Avenue
across from Rempe Drive in
Waukesha. 

Two reservoirs will be
located directly across from
East Broadway Avenue,
with the booster pump sta-
tion between them. A water

tower will also be on the
west end of the property.
Two pollinator habitats will
also be included on the site,
one north of the booster
pump and one to the north-
east. 

The booster pump sta-
tion was originally pro-
posed to be located in New
Berlin, but after a lawsuit
was dismissed and both
municipalities agreed upon
terms, the station was relo-
cated to its current site in
Waukesha.

The Waukesha site was

originally federal land given
to the city to build a park,
but an agreement to pur-
chase adjacent land for park
use allowed the city to build
the booster pump at the site.

The Great Water Alliance
project is on track to be
completed by a court-
ordered deadline of Septem-
ber 2023, according to Dan
Duchniak, general manager
of the Waukesha Water Util-
ity. Duchniak told The Free-
man on Friday that they are
currently running a little
ahead of schedule.

Alderman requesting 
discussion on mask, 

vaccine requirements 
for city employees 

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC —
Alderman Lou Kowieski is
pushing to get the mayor to
allow a discussion by either
the Common Council or a
council committee on
implementing a ordinance
that would not make wear-
ing a mask or receiving the
COVID-19 vaccine a condi-
tion of employment within
the city. 

However, Mayor Bob Mag-
nus has not put the item on
any agenda, citing legal
counsel from City Attorney
Stan Riffle. 

Kowieski said masks and
vaccines are a point of dis-
cussion across the country
because of President Joe
Biden’s recent vaccine
mandate for employers of
over 100 people. 

“As the chair of the Per-
sonnel Committee, I wanted
to provide our employees

clear position for the city in
regards to vaccines and
masks moving forward,”
Kowieski said. 

Kowieski’s position is
that both mask wearing and
vaccination should be
optional within the city and
that wearing a mask or get-
ting a vaccine shouldn’t be
required for employment or
a reason for termination. 

In a memo to the city, Rif-
fle said as he understood
Biden’s mandate, the imple-
mentation would come via
the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration.
Riffle said in his memo that
OSHA generally regulates
the private sector and thus
the city would not be sub-
jected to abide by the man-
date. 

Kowieski said while
Oconomowoc does not have
to abide by OSHA regula-
tions, he still believes that a
resolution ought to be dis-
cussed because of the rapid
change of the pandemic. 

“That policy, as part of
our employer obligation to
our employees, should be
there,” Kowieski said. 

In his memo to the city,
Riffle said 22 states are
“State Plan” states that are
indirectly impacted by
OSHA; however, Wisconsin
is not one of them. 

Riffle said neither Mag-
nus nor any department
head has authority to issue
health-based orders in rela-
tion to COVID-19. 

“That could come only
from the Common Coun-
cil,” Riffle said. “If such an
initiative were to be intro-
duced by the council, I
would strongly urge that no
such mandate be issued, as
I have the same constitu-
tional concerns with the
Wisconsin Constitution in
addition to the federal Con-
stitution.”

Riffle said it would be
pointless to pass a “what-if”
resolution and does not rec-
ommend doing so without
actual state legislation to
consider. 

In a statement, Magnus
said “(the city) is following
this advice.”

OCONOMOWOC

City attorney: ‘pointless’ to pass 
‘what-if’ resolution 

Business flying high 
at Spring City Aviation

By Derek Johnson
Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — Over a
year and a half after the
COVID-19 pandemic start-
ed, people are still looking
for ways to get outside by
learning how to fly planes
at Spring City Aviation. 

Dan Heling, chief flight
instructor at the flight
school, which operates out
of Waukesha County Air-
port, Timmerman Airport
in Milwaukee and Burling-
ton Municipal Airport, said
that the school has been
thriving since the start of
the pandemic last year.

“We saw it right away,”
Heling said.

He said when the pan-
demic started, and after the
school shut down for a
month because of the
COVID-19 lockdowns, peo-
ple started to look for activ-
ities that let them leave
their homes safely. For peo-
ple cooped up in their
homes, he said, learning

how to fly a plane became
the perfect hobby, so the
flight school saw tons of
new clients.

Experienced pilots, too,
Heling said, made use of
the downtime caused by a
decreased demand for air
travel to earn new certifica-
tions at the school, which
they knew would allow
them to get better jobs at
airlines once things opened
back up. 

However, even as COVID-
19 restrictions decline and
airlines are hiring new
pilots in anticipation of an
increased demand for air
travel, he said the school
continues to train new
pilots every day and
expects business to remain
great for the foreseeable
future. 

“I don’t see us downturn-
ing,” Heling said. 

Heling also noted that the
initial decreased demand
for commercial pilots pre-
sented a unique situation
for the school’s flight

instructors. He explained
that, while usually there’s a
lot of turnover among
instructors, who work at
the school to earn the flight
hours and certifications
necessary for landing jobs
at commercial airlines, that
didn’t happen this year.

“We had a stagnant staff,”
Heling said.

While some of the
school’s instructors are
now leaving to pursue com-
mercial jobs, Heling said
the school still has plenty of
trained pilots and available
equipment to ensure any-
one who wants to learn how
to fly a plane can do so at
one of the state’s most well-
established schools.

“We have the airplanes,”
he said.

Anyone who wants to
learn how to fly a plane,
earn new certifications or
charter one of the school’s
aircraft can visit
https://springcityavia-
tion.com/ for more infor-
mation.

Pilots new and old continue to take to the skies
during the pandemic

Wisconsin Senate to vote on
Evers’ Cabinet secretaries

MADISON (AP) — The
Republican-controlled Wis-
consin Senate on Friday
scheduled confirmation
votes next week for four of
Gov. Tony Evers’ Cabinet
secretaries. 

Scheduled for approval on
Tuesday are Department of
Transportation Secretary
Craig Thompson; Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection
Secretary Randy Romanski;
Wisconsin Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Secre-
tary Missy Hughes; and
Department of Safety and
Professional Services Secre-
tary Dawn Crim. 

All of them won unani-
mous, bipartisan support in
committee votes. 

Not on the list is Sandra
Naas, Evers’ pick to replace
Fred Prehn on the Natural
Resources Board. Prehn,
who was appointed by for-

mer Republican Gov. Scott
Walker, has refused to step
down until Naas is con-
firmed, even though his
term is over. 

Democratic Attorney Gen-
eral Josh Kaul filed a law-
suit trying to force Prehn off
the board, but a judge dis-
missed it. Kaul is appealing. 

Also not scheduled for a
vote are Karen Timberlake,
who is leading the state’s
response to the COVID-19
pandemic as secretary of
the Department of Health
Services, and Anne
Pechacek, secretary of the
Department of Workforce
Development. 

All of them have been
serving in their roles. But
until they are confirmed, the
Senate has the power to fire
them by voting against con-
firmation. That’s what
Republicans did to former
agriculture Secretary Brad

Pfaff, who was elected to the
Senate last year after he was
fired in 2019. 

Evers, who made a highly
unusual personal appear-
ance in the Senate the day of
that vote, later called the
Senate’s action ‘‘political
B.S.‘‘ and ‘‘amoral and
stupid.’’ 

Evers spokeswoman Britt
Cudaback said the governor
was grateful the Senate was
taking action on the gover-
nor’s Cabinet secretaries
and dozens of other
appointees to a variety of
lower-level boards, commit-
tees and commissions. 

A couple of the more
prominent positions up for
confirmation include Wis-
consin Ethics Commission
administrator Daniel Carl-
ton and Wisconsin Housing
and Economic Development
Authority Executive Direc-
tor Joaquin Altoro.  

New Berlin seeking volunteers for Safety Saturday Committee
NEW BERLIN – New

Berlin Mayor Dave Ament
is seeking volunteers to fill
a vacancy on the city’s Safe-
ty Saturday Committee,
which advises the mayor,
Common Council and New
Berlin Police Department
regarding the annual Safety
Saturday event.

The event is generally
held the third Saturday of
each May. 

The committee is respon-
sible for the coordination
and organization of Safety

Saturday in conjunction
with the Police Department.
In addition, the committee
will provide recommenda-
tions regarding the best
methods and practices in
assisting and advising the
Police Department and citi-
zens regarding personal
safety, security, crime
trends and crime preven-
tion. 

The committee generally
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
third Monday of each
month. Meetings are held at

the Public Safety Building,
16300 W. National Ave. 

For membership details
and past minutes of meet-
ings please visit
https://www.newberlin.org
/315/SafetySaturday-Com-
mittee. 

Submit your resume and
brief letter of intent to
Melody Styba by email
(mstyba@newberlin.org) or
mail to 3805 South Casper
Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151.

For questions, call 262-797-
2441.

Council, commission to discuss 
economic development, land use

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

DELAFIELD — The
Common Council and Plan
Commission are meeting
Tuesday night to review
the findings of an econom-
ic development and land
use focus report. 

The report was requested
to help balance the city’s
budget by increasing tax
base through “responsible
and sustainable growth.” 

Delafield passed a refer-
endum in 2020 that allowed
the city to temporarily
increase the amount it can
raise with taxes every year.
The report was done to
find ways for Delafield to
become a economically

sustainable municipality
once the referendum terms
end in four years. 

According to the report,
there six areas of focus in
addition to the existing
focus of analyzing existing
land use conditions. They
are as follows: 

■ A cost of community
services study

■ An identification of
existing land use condi-
tions for targeted areas

■ A summary of existing
market information rele-
vant to the project

■ A completion of a
strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats
analysis and visual prefer-
ence survey by city offi-
cials and the public

■ A facilitation of a

focus group that was
responsible for making the
final land use recommen-
dations

■ The creation and man-
agement of a public web-
site specific for the project

The 109-page report
details the focus group’s
recommendations and
findings, but it is not an
ordinance and not
endorsed by the city until
specific action is taken to
do so. 

The report can be found
on the city’s website in the
agenda center, cityofde-
lafield.com/agendacenter. 

The meeting is set for 6
p.m. on Tuesday at
Delafield City Hall, 500
Genesee St. 

DELAFIELD

Annual
Komen
MORE

THAN A
PINK

WALK
scheduled
for Sunday
MILWAUKEE — Susan

G. Komen Southeast Wis-
consin will be hosting
their annual MORE THAN
A PINK WALK on Sunday,
at Henry Maier Festival
Park, 200 N. Harbor Drive,
Milwaukee. 

The annual fundraising
event brings together the
community in hopes of
raising funds for breast
cancer treatment, patient
advocacy and lifesaving
research. 

The event begins with an
opening ceremony of sto-
rytelling about the
fundraising efforts near
the North Gate of the
Summerfest grounds.
After the ceremony, the
participants walk south
along Harbor drive toward
the American Family
Amphitheater and
through Lakeshore State
Park, ending up at the
Summerfest grounds near
U.S. Cellular Stage. 

Parking opens at 6 a.m.,
registration and activities
begin at 7:30 a.m., the
opening ceremony starts
at 9 a.m. and the walk
begins at 9:15 a.m. 

Anybody wishing to reg-
ister may still do so at
w w w. ko m e n . o r g / s o u t h -
eastwiwalk. 

Biden: Budget talks hit
‘stalemate,’ $3.5T may

take a while
WASHINGTON (AP) —

President Joe Biden said
Friday that talks over his
$3.5 trillion rebuilding
plan have hit a ‘‘stale-
mate” in Congress as he
made the case for his
expansive effort to recast
the nation’s tax and spend-
ing programs and make
what he sees as sweeping,
overdue investments. 

Biden spoke at the White
House as Democrats in the
House and Senate are
laboring to finish drafts

and overcome differences
between the party’s cen-
trist and moderate fac-
tions. Despite efforts by
the president and congres-
sional leaders to show
progress, Biden cast the
road ahead as long and
potentially cumbersome,
even with upcoming dead-
lines. 

‘‘We’re getting down to
the hard spot here,’’ Biden
told reporters at the White
House. ‘‘We’re at this stale-
mate at the moment.”


