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GREAT WATER ALLIANCE PROJECT

Project meets 50% completion deadline
City: Estimated $286 million construction is on time, on budget
city of Waukesha announced
Thursday that it has met its legal
construction deadline, officially
completing 50% of construction
WAUKESHA – Since construc- for the project.
tion kicked off in late 2020 for the
The project will allow a new
Great Water Alliance project, the water supply from Lake Michigan

By Nikki Brahm

nbrahm@conleynet.com
262-513-2651

to be piped from Milwaukee
Water Works to Waukesha. After
use and treatment, the water will
be returned to the lake via the
Root River.
According to the city, they are
required to comply with federal

drinking water standards for
radium by Sept. 1, 2023.
The city also had a construction
deadline to complete 50% of the
new water supply project by May
31, 2022.
In a Thursday press release,

Staying safe on the ice
Mukwonago fire chief provides safety tips

Mayor Shawn Reilly announced
that construction crews have
completed 21 of the 36 miles of
water supply and return flow
pipelines.

See WATER, PAGE 6A

WAUKESHA COMMON COUNCIL

Streamlined email
policy for all city
business approved
Aimed at easing records
retention, complying with
open meetings laws
By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

Photos courtesy of Jeff Stien

Mukwonago dive team and surface rescue members use chainsaws to cut through ice on Wednesday.

By Jeromey Hodsdon
262-513-2681
jhodsdon@conleynet.com

MUKWONAGO – Ice fishing is popular among Wisconsinites this time of year,
and while it’s an enjoyable
social hobby or sport, there
are safety risks if the proper
precautions
aren’t
taken.
According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, “The DNR does
not monitor ice conditions
or the thickness of the ice.
Local bait shops, fishing
clubs and resorts serve
winter anglers every day
and often have the most upto-date information on how
thick the ice is on local
lakes and rivers, as well as
areas that are especially

Mukwonago Fire Chief
Jeff Stien advises that people should be smart and
plan ahead before going out
on ice.
“Make sure to check your
ice depth. Always have a
flotation device and a cellphone on you if you are
going out alone and use
common sense,” said Stien.
According to Stien, Mukwonago has a “minimal ice
diving team that focuses on
surface ice rescue.” The
rescue team trains freMukwonago dive team and surface rescue members train at quently and just held a session Wednesday.
night on Wednesday.
The last time the Mukwonago rescue team responded
tor, but by a combination of to an incident was on Dec. 26,
dangerous.”
There is no such thing as factors such as its appear- 2019, in which two children
100% safe ice. The ice’s ance, age, thickness, tem- fell through the ice on a
strength can’t be deter- perature or whether the ice
See ICE, PAGE 6A
mined by an individual fac- is covered with snow.

Republican Roth counters Evers’
special-session order with tax reform plan
February 18, 2022 8:16 am (GMT -6:00)

WAUKESHA — After
seven months of review, a
policy pertaining to email
use for all city business has
been added to the municipal
books.
The Common Council on
Thursday approved the policy, which was first proposed
in July when there was
interest expressed in issuing
city email addresses to all
appointed residents serving
on the city’s boards, committees and commissions.
Since the initial discussion, the policy was broadened to prohibit anyone
with a city-issued email
from discussing municipal
business on a personal email
account. Conversely, the policy states no one with a cityissued account should send
anything of a personal
nature through it.
“It actually took on a larger scope, if you will,” said
Alderman Daniel Manion,
who chairs the two city panels — Information Technology Board and Human
Resources Committee —
that took up the proposal. “It
became not just related to
citizen board members, but

a citywide email policy, in
total.”
In a memo to the council,
City Attorney Brian Running
said the uniform, across-theboard policy eliminates any
gray areas that could arise
when open records requests
are submitted.
“If users conduct city
business using personal
email accounts, those emails
will be records available to
the public under the state
open records law, and the
personal email may become
subject to search and public
disclosure,” Running wrote
in the memo.
He added, “Having all city
emails in city accounts
makes it simple to pass the
emails on to a successor, and
does not require retrieving
messages from personal
accounts. Responding to
open-records requests is
also much simpler when
emails can be retrieved from
one location.”
Before the unanimous
vote was cast from all council members in attendance,
Alderwoman
Cassie
Rodriguez offered hearty
endorsement for the policy,
as written.

See COUNCIL, PAGE 6A

Republicans tour
Milwaukee for possible
convention site
MILWAUKEE
(AP)
—
Republican National Committee officials toured Milwaukee on Thursday as they
consider whether to hold the
party’s 2024 political convention there, four years after

House.
Other finalists for hosting
the convention are Nashville
and Salt Lake City. A decision
is expected by August.
Powered by TECNAVIA
Milwaukee was picked by
the Democratic National
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Today and Saturday

Bubba’s, 1276 Capitol Drive,
Pewaukee
Today: S’mores
Saturday: Buterfinger

Buddy’s, 1345 S.
West
Ave.,
Waukesha
Today: Classic
Cookie Dough
Saturday: Chocolate Caramel
Swirl

1

Culver’s, 1650 E. Main St.,
Waukesha
Today: Turtle
Saturday: Oreo Cheesecake

Culver’s, 840 W. Sunset Drive,
Waukesha
Today: Crazy for Cookie Dough
Saturday: Chocolate Eclair

Culver’s, 2600 N. Grandview
Blvd., Waukesha
Today: Salted Caramel Pecan Pie
Saturday: Brownie Batter Overoad

Culver’s, 14855 W. National Ave.,
New Berlin
Today: Chocolate Eclair
Saturday: Chocolate Oreo Volano

Culver’s, 3705 N. 124th St.,
Brookfield
Today: Mint Oreo
Saturday: Caramel Fudge Cookie
Dough

Culver’s, 21300 W. Capitol Drive,
Town of Brookfield
Today: Toffee Pecan
Saturday: Turtle Dove

Culver’s, 15280 W. Bluemound
Road, Elm Grove
Today: Caramel Fudge Cookie
Dough
Saturday: Midnight Toffee

Culver’s, 701 Industrial Court,
Hartland
Today: Chocolate Oreo Volcano
Saturday: Chocolate Covered
Strawberry

Water
From Page 1A
“The pipelines are actually 56.3 percent complete, but
the 50 percent compliance
mark is determined by the
percentage of overall construction costs that has been
billed by contractors,” Reilly said in a statement.
To comply with the court
order, the city reported that
a certification was submitted Thursday to the Wisconsin Department of Justice
and the Department of Natural Resources.
Reilly reported that the
project is on time and on
budget.
“We’re closing in on bringing a new supply of water to
Waukesha in 2023 that will
be safe and reliable for the
long term,” he said. “Today,
our contractors officially
notified the Waukesha
Water Utility that we
reached the halfway mark at
the end of January. This is a
significant milestone with

Council
From Page 1A
“I think it’s very important
that
it
gets
passed,”
Rodriguez said. “What I really like about it is that the policy explains why you would
use the email and why it protects you.”
Also on Thursday, the
council:
■ Delayed discussion on
City Administrator Kevin
Lahner’s annual review and
feedback survey summary.
The council agenda did

Reform
From Page 1A

March special session call.
But Sen. Roger Roth, RAppleton, is willing to come
Culver’s, 1090 N. Rochester St.,
back to Madison and vote on
Mukwonago
tax reforms. Just not the govToday: Chocolate Heath Crunch
ernor’s plan.
Saturday: Andes Mint Avalanche
“Let’s not stop at $150 in
one-time refunds, let’s use
Culver’s, W187-S7959 Racine
this historic opportunity to
Ave., Muskego
return all surplus funds back
Today: Snickers Swirl
to the hard working families
Saturday: Devil’s Food Cake
and businesses of Wisconsin,” Roth said Thursday.
Culver’s, 1177 E. Summit Ave.,
“Let’s use this special sesOconomowoc
to take up my bill to
(GMT -6:00)
Today: ReallyFebruary
Reese’s18, 2022 8:16 am sion
become the first state in the
Saturday: Caramel Pecan
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our project. If we had not
gotten to 50 percent in time,
we would have had to spend
up to $5 million on studies
and temporary radium
treatment facilities that
won’t be needed after we
switch to Great Lakes water.
I am proud that our team
avoided this expense for
ratepayers.”
Waukesha Water Utility
General
Manager
Dan
Duchniak told The Freeman
he is happy that they were
able to save $5 million by
meeting the 50% completion
deadline. Overall, he said
the city has been cognizant
of the new water supply’s
cost and they are working
hard to keep costs to residents as low as possible.
In 2020, the Waukesha
Water
Utility
notified
Waukesha residents that
they will see nearly a 25%
rate increase by 2023 due to
the project. The first rate
increase, 15.88%, went into
effect in February 2021. The
second rate increase, which
will total 7.61%, will go into
include a scheduled closed
session to go over both items,
but Mayor Shawn Reilly
explained why the item was
postponed.
“I’ve been notified by the
chair of the HR Committee
that they do not want to have
that on for the meeting
tonight,” Reilly said, referring to communication from
Manion. “They had a shortened meeting (Wednesday)
night, and they weren’t able
to address that, so they’re
going to bring it back at a different time.”
■ Did not discuss or take
action on a proposed land
plan to reduce Wisconsin’s
personal income tax with the
hope of fully eliminating it
in a few years.

The proposal would lower
income tax rates to:
2.15% (currently 3.54%)
2.85% (currently 4.65%)
3.20% (currently 5.30%)
4.50% (currently 7.65%)
Roth says if Wisconsin’s
finances don’t suffer, the tax
rates would be reduced
again. Wisconsin Republicans are looking to make the
state the eighth in the nation
without a state income tax.
The debate is expected to
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effect once the project reaches certain criteria, likely
this spring to early summer,
Duchniak said.

Project background
Waukesha’s
current
groundwater is contaminated by radium and also
severely depleted. Construction costs include the
pipelines, the reservoirs in
Waukesha, booster pump
stations in Waukesha and
Milwaukee and the return
flow pump station in Waukesha.
“A significant challenge
was the time it took to
switch the design from an
Oak Creek water supply to
one from the Milwaukee
Water Works,” Reilly said.
“But the deal we negotiated
with Milwaukee in 2017 will
save the average residential
ratepayer more than $200
per year, due to a shorter
pipeline and lower annual
payments to their utility.
That will keep more than $4
million per year in the
Waukesha economy.”
rezoning at the corner of
Saylesville and River roads.
Developer Cardinal Capital
had submitted plans for a 72unit apartment project,
directly across from Waukesha West High School.
Reilly indicated a public
hearing and action on a
land rezone and amendment to the city’s land use
plan were removed from

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS

36 Extreme

I Racket

38 Throw

5 Reach

39 Parrot

across

40 Iditarod

9 Women’s

need

quarters

41 Quick kiss

II Garage
buy
13 Peace
goddess
14 Put in
office

DOWN

the agenda at the reques
the developer.
Cardinal Capital’s pla
which drew opposition a
an online petition fr
Alderman Frank McElder
would require rezoning
the site from its current d
ignation of a commun
business district to a mu
family residential district
come to fruition.
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Yesterday’s answe

1 Fleet

15 Settle

16 Try for

■ Carry some basic saf
gear: ice claws or picks
Page :in
A06
cellphone
a waterpr
bag or case, a life jacket a
a length of rope.
The DNR recommen
staying off the ice when
two inches thick or le
Four inches minimum
ideal for ice fishing and
skating. Snowmobiles a
ATVs require at least five
six inches of ice. At le
eight inches is recomme
ed for cars and small truc
while at least a foot of ice
ideal for full-sized trucks.
If someone happens to f
through the ice, the DNR r
ommends that they try
remain calm and act quick
Do not remove any clothi
as it keeps in body heat.
picks come in handy as a w
to provide traction to p
themselves out. In additi
they should kick their feet
help push themselves up o
of the water. Remain flat
spread out body weig
across the ice until they a
fully out of the water. Sta
ing up may cause more ice
break.
Then, make sure to
somewhere warm and sh
tered as soon as possi
before hypothermia kic
in.

8 Sweet
drink
10 Paltry
12 Account

25 Like Dyla
Thomas

26 Gives an
address
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